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As the USAID Mission Director in Bolivia, Michael Yates leads the 
U.S. Government’s assistance program which provides 
approximately $90 million per year in grant funds to the country. 
Prior to this appointment, he served as USAID Director in the 
Philippines. 

Yates is not new to Bolivia.   In1992, he was responsible for the 
organization of USAID/Bolivia’s Environment Office and 
implementation of several projects designed to promote the 
participation of indigenous groups in the sustainable management 
of forest resources, parks and biodiversity conservation. 

Between 2000 and 2002, Yates headed the Office of Strategic 
Development and Environment for USAID/Ecuador. Mr. Yates 
also worked in Haiti and Paraguay before joining USAID. 

He holds a Ph.D. and two Masters Degrees in Anthropology from 
Columbia University, and completed postdoctoral studies in 
rural and agricultural development through the Rockefeller 
Foundation. 

As head of the USAID/Bolivia team, Mr. Yates is responsible for 
the U.S. Government’s assistance program to Bolivia.  The 
program aims at increasing confidence in democratic institutions 
and processes, improving health, increasing incomes of Bolivia’s 
poor, managing forest, water and biodiversity resources and 
promoting licit economic growth in coca-growing and associated 
areas.  

 

 


